


Kate and
Mike,

This must be a lot, and we're sending
you all the good vibes as you make
your way through pregnancy and the
adoption process. Even though we
don't know you, we're in awe of the
strength and courage it takes to do
what you're doing, and we hope we
can put your soul at ease by telling
(and showing) you a bit about what
your child's life with us might be like.

We don't have kids yet, but we've
been trying for about four years. A
heartbreaking infertility diagnosis led
us to pivot to adoption, which was

an easy decision, as we both come
from close-knit families made up of
biological and adoptive relatives, as
well as friends who are as close as
family. We had happy childhoods with
parents we're still very close to, and
we dream of being able to give our
child that same kind of life. We know

we have a lot of love to give.
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Our Story

It's socially acceptable now to admit
that we met online, right?! Kate
likes to say that we were introduced
by our mutual friend, the Internet
(specifically, OKCupid). We'd both
recently moved back to Ohio from
other states, so when we met up for
our first date (eating tater tots at a
dive bar), we bonded over our love
of the Midwest, along with shared
hobbies like writing, traveling, and
what we like to call "adventuring.”

We were engaged within a year!

We're both published writers, though we have very different styles and focuses. Mike works in

For marketing and is a freelance ghostwriter who has published two books on technology-related

topics. Kate is a health and wellness writer who writes for a local magazine and has her own blog.

We both feel lucky to be able to do what we love every single day, both at work and in our

WO rk hobbies. It's totally OK if our child doesn't grow up to love writing like we do, but we hope we can

help them find hobbies and passions that they truly love and can dive deep into, like we have.



She's a world-class storyteller, not only as a writer but in

all of life, and she truly thrives on opportunities to make

meaningful connections with others.

She's the first to call or to send a card or
a gift, and she never forgets a birthday. She's also always

interested in hearing other people’s stories, no matter who

KATE IS A CHATTY
EXTROVERT WHO
LOVES MEETING
NEW PEOPLE AND
TALKING TO... WELL,
EVERYONE.

they are, and she's somehow able to bond instantly with
other people (even strangers!), which always leaves me in
awe. She really makes you feel like your own story matters,

and that's such a gift.

| know Kate is going to be a fantastic mom.



KATE IS A FREELANCE WRITER
AND MICROINFLUENCER WHO
WRITES ABOUT ALL THINGS
RELATED TO OUR CITY,
WHICH MEANS SHE’S ALWAYS
CHECKING OUT SOMETHING
NEW. OUR FRIENDS
JOKE THAT SHE’S A ONE-
WOMAN PUBLIC RELATIONS
CAMPAIGN.

Kate belongs to an all-women's Kate's favorite season is

utumn, which is beautiful

boxing gym, where she trains

three times a week where we live

Favorite hobbies are Has seen Jimmy Eat World
boxing and reading in concert 8 times
Loves all things Halloween Listens to way too many

) podcasts
Collects snowglobes from
every city we visit Trying to learn Spanish
Dreams of becoming a YA Most looks up to her mom

fiction author



MIKE IS AN INTROVERT
AT HEART, LOGICAL
AND RATIONAL WITH

A DEEP LOVE OF

LEARNING ABOUT THE
WORLD AROUND HIM

AND THE PEOPLE IN IT.

Though he can be reserved when you first meet him, he's funny  interests him. He reads dense autobiographies and historical
and outgoing with the people he loves. He values relationships  nonfiction with the same ease and joy as when he's watching
above all else, evidenced by an incredible, tight-knit group of Star Wars or Ted Lasso.

friends who have all been close since elementary school.

And he's going to be the BEST dad. As our child grows
He's also the smartest and most interesting person | know, up, | can't imagine better qualities in a parent than the
endlessly curious about almost everything. Mike regularly commitment to (and genuine excitement about) learning,
experiments with new hobbies, from woodworking to running  growing, and understanding that are at the core of Mike's

to writing a sci-fi novel, and he dives deep into any topic that  personality and values.



Fun

Mike is a great cook but also

Kate's mom has a tiny dog who

loves going out to eat. Burgers are
eal going g
FaCtS adores Mike! always his top choice

) Is a breakfast sandwich ) Loves reading sci-fi and
connoisseur historical biographies
» Favorite vacation spot is ® Lived in Egypt for two years
Rome, ltaly .
» Always trying some ncw
) Recently taught himself to hobby
golf
 Knows every word of the
! B B ) Can't function without musical "Hamilton”
Mike loves visiting breweries in perpetual
pursuit of the perfect IPA iced black coffee
P BN &

MIKE WORKS IN MARKETING
AND ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE, SO HE
ALWAYS SEEMS TO KNOW AT
LEAST A LITTLE BIT ABOUT
EVERYTHING GOING ON IN
THE WORLD. HE SAYS ONE
OF HIS HOBBIES IS "TRYING
TO READ THE ENTIRE
INTERNET.”
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Mike gets toftravel alittle’bit for work, andthe always
makes a point to extend his trip, when he can, so
that he can spend some time visiting new places



WE LIVE IN A
MID-SIZED OHIO
CITY THAT WE'RE

ADMITTEDLY

A LITTLE BIT
OBSESSED WITH.

Though we're technically in the suburbs, our neighborhood is very

walkable, with coffee shops, restaurants, and lots of other locally owned

shops nearby. And downtown is less than a 10-minute drive away.

We bought our 101-year-old house in early 2022, and we've been having
fun making it feel like our forever-home. Mike loves building backyard
bonfires, while Kate has started hanging colorful, slightly wacky
wallpaper in nearly every room. We love hosting friends and family,
whether they're visiting from out of town or just coming over for pizza on

our back patio.



When we bought this house, we knew we wanted
to be raise a child here. It has a huge finished attic
that we're turning into a cozy den area, where

we envision playing with our kid and watching
movies. Kate's mom is teaching us to garden so
that we can make good use of our giant backyard,

which also has lots of space for a swing-set.

We have a small back deck and
patio that are great for having
dinner together or reading a book
in the sun

Our backyard is huge and
perfect for hosting outdoor
get-togethers

Big, fluffy, Named after
and gray a Battlestar
Galactica character
Loves: Eating little bits of turkey

Zooming around the house

Sleeping under the Christmas tree

Chunky, Named after
friendly tabby Harry Potter's
Nymphadora Tonks
Loves: Stealing food from Mike

Carrying socks around in her mouth

Convincing visitors to rub her belly



Our LLoved Ones

OUR FAMILIES
CAN'T WAIT
TO WELCOME
THEIR FIRST
GRANDCHILD!

; \ We're'both close with Kate's mom,
Y Kate's mom's family is small, Joyce, and we can't wait to see her

| and we get together with in Grandma mode
them a few times a year

Kate is an only child, and her dad died when she was a kid, but she's
super close to her mom. Joyce lives 45 minutes away, and we

see her once a week, though she'll probably move closer once we
become parents — which is lucky for us, because she’s a retired

children’s librarian who's great with kids.

Mike's mom, Debbie, raised him by herself until he was 7, when she
married Paul. We don't use the word “stepdad,” though; he's just
Mike's dad. We see them at least once a month, usually to go out
to eat at interesting restaurants around the city. Mike's younger
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sister, Maggie, lives in Nashville but stays with us when she's in

Mike's sister, Maggie, visiting'.us

town. In her absence, we have a funny, active family text thread. from Nazhville




We're also close with our extended family,
including aunts, uncles, and cousins (plus a
handful who aren't blood relatives but who

are absolutely our family).

5 ,-}_ We try to have dinner with Mike's
. family at least once a month

Kate's cousins get together
every summer at a cabin in
Pennsylvania




In Closing

Our goal is to give our child the kind of life our families gave us — not WeTre also interested in an open
necessarily the wealthiest or the most privileged, but always built on adoption and being in touch with
love, mutual respect, kindness, and a sense of fun, adventure, and you to whatever extent you're
wonder. We have great relationships with our parents, and we want comfortable with. We know that you
that for our kid, too — for them to grow up feeling loved, supported, have big decisions to make, and we're
and free to become the truest version of themselves. so grateful to you for considering us.
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WHATEVER YOU DECIDE ON,
WE'RE ROOTING FOR YOU AND
SENDING YOU SO MUCH LOVE
THROUGHOUT THIS PROCESS.

YOU'VE GOT THIS!




